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ABob each way

IT is an unlikely pairing; our ever
elegant Governor-General
Quentin Blyee and Bob Ellis, the
paunchy and perpetually rumpled
court jester of the ALP. But it has
now emerged Ellis played a part in
crafting Bryce 's eyebrow-raising
speech at the Melbourne Cup last
year. Bryce spoke to the crowd
about a nation built on bush-
rangers, two-up, "50 lashes for
impertinence" and "a currency
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that, for a while, was measured out
in gallons of rum". She called
racegoers "mates, comrades and
partners", and celebrated the
"arousing" race, which puts "so
much wealth at risk".

Quizzed by Victorian Liberal
senator Scott Ryan in estimates
yesterday, Yarralumla officials
denied Bryce had dallied with
Ellis, before a correction was
rushed to Parliament House later

that evening. "On return to
Government House," the deputy
official secretary to the Governor
General, Mark Fraser, said in a
note, "the Governor-General
advised the official secretary that
she had approached Mr Bob Ellis
on one occasion seeking ideas for
her Melbourne Cup speech
There was no payment from this
office for these services."

Ref:  146940376

Brief: DPLAUTO2

Copyright Agency Ltd (CAL) licenced copy

Australian
Tuesday 22/5/2012
Page: 13
Section:  Edition Changes - All-round First
Region:  Australia  Circulation:  127,942
Type: National
Size: 111.22 sq.cms.
Frequency: MTWTF


