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Flag-burning fire ‘authorised’

THE fire that was used by
indigenous protesters to burn the
Australian flag on the forecourt
of Parliament House was
approved by one of the building's
most senior officials.

A Senate estimates hearing
was lold yesterday that the Usher
of the Black Rod, Brien Hallelt,
authorised a “ceremonial fire”
request by protesters just 24
hours after the Australia Day
tent embassy riot thatled to the
evacuation of Julia Gillard and
Tony Abbott.

Butthe Finance and Public
Administration committee heard
Mr Hallelt had never expecled

the ceremonial fire would be later

used toburn the nation’s flag.

Senale president John Hogg
said Mr Hallett had discusscd the
presentation of the petition with
Australian Federal Police officers
who were liaising with the
protesters.

“Decisions had to be made
quickly ducto theavailable
police and the atmosphere that
was in existence,” Senator Hogg
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said. “Following a request from
the Australian Federal Police, the
Black Rod authorised thata
ceremonial fire be taken onto the
forecourt by a small group of
protestersin ceremonial dress.”

Liberal senator Scott Ryan —
who quizzed Senator Hogg on
the appropriateness of the Black
Rod’s approval of the ceremonial
fire—said it was a “tense
environment” to allow such an
act, and the eventual burning of
the flagwas “profoundly
offensive” to all Australians.

Senator Ryan later said he was
amazed a particular interest
group could gel special
treatment, especially after the
events on Australia Day.

“You or I could nol just waltz
up toparliament and demand to
be allowed to light a fire, which
we lhen use toburn the
Australian flag outside the
national parliament, and these
demonslratorsshould not have
beeneither,” he said outside the
Senate hearing.
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